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Biographical history 
 
John Maclean (spelt McLean until 1890) was born in Kilmarnock, Scotland on October 30, 
1851 to John and Alice McLean. He came to Canada in 1873 and in 1875 was accepted on a 
trial basis as a minister of the Methodist Church of Canada. A lifelong learner, Maclean 
enrolled at Victoria College in Cobourg and earned a BA (1882) and a MA (1887) before 
earning his PhD in church history from Illinois Wesleyan University in Bloomington in 1888 
and his LL.B from the University of Manitoba in 1926. 
 
Maclean married Sarah Anne Barker on June 10 1880 in Guelph, Ontario. The newlyweds left 
soon after for a new Methodist mission near Fort Macleod, Alberta. They spent nine years 
living among the Blood Indians, learning their languages, customs and traditions. He received 
mixed reactions from the Aboriginals; some accepted his contributions of food and 
education, while others damaged his property. Maclean had a sincere interest in Aboriginal 
culture and was considered an expert in the field – he corresponded with many ethnologists 
as well as the Bureau of Ethnology of the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., about 
the languages and literature of the Aboriginals in the west. He wrote extensively about the 
Aboriginal people in Western Canada. What set Maclean apart from many missionaries and 
academics at the time was that he treated Aboriginal people as humans. 
 
Maclean accepted an appointment with the Board of Examiners for Teachers in Moose Jaw in 
1889 and was also the first cleric to serve the Wesley Church. His family lived in Moose Jaw 
until 1892. They moved to Port Arthur, Ontario (1892–95), Neepawa, Manitoba 
(1896–1900), and Carman, Manitoba (1901–2). He lived in Halifax as the editor of the 
Wesleyan from 1902-1906, and was stationed in Morden, Manitoba until 1911. In 1911, 
Maclean and his wife were sent to help the Bethel mission in Winnipeg and worked there 
until 1919. 
 
In 1918, Maclean was appointed to the chief archivist position at the Methodist Church at 
Wesley College, Winnipeg. He held this position along with with that of chief librarian from 
1922 until 1928. He died March 7, 1928 in Winnipeg. 
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Scope and content 
 
This fonds contains a portion of a notebook containing an English-Aboriginal language 
dictionary. The dictionary was compiled by Dr. John Maclean and identified as such by Annie 
Wallis. Her name and Dr. John Maclean’s name are inscribed on the last page of the notebook. 
Although the language of the dictionary is not identified in the text, the language 
departments of the First Nations University in Regina, Saskatchewan believe it is Dakota.  



 
Custodial history 
 
The portion of this notebook was found in the unprocessed area of the Moose Jaw Public 
Library Archives Department. 
  
Physical condition 
 
The notebook is in poor physical condition and is very fragile. The cover and binding are 
missing and the pages are held together by string. 
 
Conservation note 
 
This fonds was re-boxed, foldered and wrapped in mylar in 2012. 
 
Note of immediate source of acquisition 
 
The donor of this material is unknown. 
 
Accruals 
 
No further accruals expected. 
 
Associated materials 
 
John Maclean has a biography in the archives’ vertical files. This file includes newspaper 
clippings about John Maclean and a photocopy of the English-Aboriginal language 
dictionary. His three books are also in the archives’ Canadiana collection: Canadian savage 
folk (970.1 Mac), The Indians: their manners and customs (970.41 Mac) and Vanguards of 
Canada (920 McL).  
 
Finding aids 
 
See file list. 
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001 – Portion of notebook – Dictionary. – [188-]. – 0.50 cm. 


