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Administrative history  
 
In 1959, the President of the Moose Jaw Festival of Music, Matt Shepperd, suggested adding 
a ballet component to the music festival. Frank Godley was assigned the position of 
chairman of the ballet portion of the festival and Helen Tait and Betty Godley were in 
charge of outreach to dance studios. On April 9, 1960, with the help of Mrs. T. T. Whittet, a 
Saskatoon dance teacher, and Mr. Arnold Spohr, a ballet dancer and artistic director of the 
Royal Winnipeg Ballet, the first ballet competition was held. The competition was 
considered a success and later other forms of dance were added to the competition, such as 
tap and jazz.  
 
In 1977, the festival organizers decided to separate the music and dance portions of the 
competitions. That same year the Moose Jaw Festival of Dance was incorporated. Both the 
Moose Jaw Festival of Music and Festival of Dance, now called Dance Inspirations, are 
successful competitions in Moose Jaw.  
 
Scope and content 
 
This collection contains programs from the Moose Jaw Festival of Music and Dance. It 
contains some programs prior to the addition of dance to the festival, but the majority of 
the material is from after the dance portion of the competition was added.  
 
Conservation note 
 
This fonds was re-boxed and refoldered in 2013.  
 
Note of immediate source of acquisition 
 
This material was collected by the Moose Jaw Public Library in their vertical subject files.  
 
Accruals 
 
No further accruals expected.  
 
Finding aids 
 
See file list. 

 
 
File List 



 
Box V-197 
 
001 – Music Selection of “Stars of the Festival”. – 1972. - .1 cm  
 
002 – Moose Jaw Musical Festival. – 1949-1950. - .5 cm  
 
003 – Moose Jaw Festival of Music. 1952, 1957, 1959. - .6 cm 
 
004 – Moose Jaw Festival of Music and Ballet. – 1961, 1967. - .8 cm  
 
Box V-198 
 
005 – Moose Jaw Festival of Music and Ballet. – 1968, 1971, 1972. – 1 cm  
 
006 – Moose Jaw Festival of Music and Dance. – 1973, 1974, 1977. – 1 cm 


